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Customs and Borders - Information for Suppliers

and Internal Partners 

Hitachi Rail Limited Customs  / Logistics Process

For an assistance please contact: logisticshub@hitachirail.com
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UK Borders

→ The UK has introduced full customs 

checks between the UK and EU.

→ To allow the Northern Ireland / Eire 

border to remain open without customs 

checks.

→ The FTA (Free Trade Agreement) allow 

for Duty, Tariff and Quota free 

movement of goods between the UK 

and EU.

This is referred to as Preferential Origin Treatment
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FTA Requirements 

In order to declare preferential origin:-

1. The origin must meet the relevant preferential origin threshold 

(typically 50%  - but varies for some commodity groups)

a. Must be declared by the supplier  

b. Standard template from FTA document

2. Or declared in the commercial invoice

Links:-

→ https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/agreements-reached-between-the-united-kingdom-of-great-britain-and-northern-ireland-and-the-
european-union

Reference:-

Summary Explainer Section - Title I – Trade in Goods / Chapter 2 – Rules of origin / Clause 17 & 18 - Page 8

Trade and cooperation agreement between the European Union and the European atomic energy community, of the one part, and theUnited Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part

Part Two: Trade, Transport, Fisheries And Other Arrangements - Heading One: - Trade Title I: Trade In Goods

Trade and cooperation agreement between the European Union and the European atomic energy community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part

Annex Orig-2: Product Specific Rules Of Origin - Page 423 (Most industrial goods are Chapter 40-86)

→ https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claiming-preferential-rates-of-duty-between-the-uk-and-eu-from-1-january-2021
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VAT and Sales Tax Requirements

1. Commercial invoice is issued by the supplier for 0% VAT (Goods exported)

2. Export declaration completed by the supplier.

3. On crossing the border the MRN is tied to the export declaration and the 

EU VAT liability closed.

4. Title must be gained by Hitachi Rail prior to the UK border crossing.

5. The import declaration is made on UK entry.

6. UK VAT and any Duties are settled.

7. Goods are enabled to be moved as UK free circulation.

Some advice re Export VAT:-

→ The Seller has to normally charge VAT on the sales invoice and treat it as output tax.

→ The Seller may be selling to someone outside the EU but, to be able to zero-rate goods as an export, evidence of export is required that may not be 

available under EXW.

→ Transport documents must show the Seller as the exporter, include full details of how the goods move (including vehicle registration numbers and 

where it crosses border points) and a clear description of goods, i.e. not a general description, e.g. “machine parts”.

→ If any documentation does not identify the Seller as the supplier, it will cause a serious VAT problem. 

→ If the Seller zero-rates incorrectly, and has not charged the VAT to the Buyer, then in any subsequent VAT audit that find the above conditions have 

been breached, VAT will be demanded of the Seller by the customs authorities and is not reclaimable.
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Materials from Suppliers – The Logistics Journey
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Our Process – An Export from the EU to UK
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Special Cases
UK Mainland – Northern Ireland Movements

Kent Access Permit
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UK Mainland  to Northern Ireland

For goods moving across the Irish Sea to 

Northern Ireland customs checks have been 

introduced and where at risk of movement into 

the EU the relevant VAT and other charges will be 

applied. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-

declare-goods-you-bring-into-northern-ireland-

not-at-risk-of-moving-to-the-eu-from-1-january-

2021#check-if-you-can-declare-goods-you-bring-

into-northern-ireland-from-great-britain-not-at-risk

These are not being applied for goods leaving Northern Ireland for the UK. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-declare-goods-you-bring-into-northern-ireland-not-at-risk-of-moving-to-the-eu-from-1-january-2021#check-if-you-can-declare-goods-you-bring-into-northern-ireland-from-great-britain-not-at-risk
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Kent Access Permit

Goods vehicles over 7.5 tonnes and continuing 

onto the UK ports for exports are required to pre 

clear all their document requirements.

https://www.gov.uk/check-hgv-border   

Failure to follow these requirements will mean 

a fine of £300. 

https://www.gov.uk/check-hgv-border
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COVID 19 Testing Requirements
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COVID19 Testing Requirements

Following the Border issues prior to Christmas 2020 the French Authorities have required all drivers entering 

France to have completed COVID Tests less than 72 hours prior to crossing. 

These are currently being completed prior to entry into Dover and Eurotunnel. 

This is an ongoing issue and changing daily.

Please refer to the website for the latest information. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-for-hgv-drivers-using-the-port-of-dover-or-eurotunnel

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-testing-for-hgv-drivers-using-the-port-of-dover-or-eurotunnel
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